The Normal Christian Life

The Word of the Cross




The Normal Christian Life. Galatians 2:20.

»20 | have been crucified with Christ;
and it is no longer | who live, but
Christ lives in me; and [lthe life which
| now live in the flesh | live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself up for me.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+2:20&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29102a

The Normal Christian Life. 1 Corinthians 12:7

» \When we talk about Spiritual Power or walking in the
Spirit it seems (af least for American Christians) o be
distance concept and even strange.

®» Yet scripture explicitly says every believer has this:

» ] Corinthians 12: ' But to each one
is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good.



The Normal Christian Life. 2 Corinthians 4:7-
12

=» 2 Corinthians 4: 7 But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power
will be of God and not from ourselves; 8 we are
afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but
not despairing; ? persecuted, but not forsaken; struck
down, but not destroyed; '° always carrying about in
the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
also may be manifested in our body. ' For we who live
are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’
sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested
in our mortal flesh. 12So death works in us, but life in
you




The Normal Christian Life. Galatians
4:19

» Galatians 4:19 My children, with
whom | am again in labor until Christ
is formed in you— 20 but | could wish
to be present with you now and t{o
change my tone, for | am perplexed
about you.



The Normal Christian Life.

» Apparently there is some process, dealing, forming...suffering
that God uses to manifest His Son in us.

» |n the age of Hyper Faith or Over Realized Eschatology, much
of this is being either explained away or ignored.

®» Thus the dealings of God are completely missed or
misinterpreted.

» Can you understand why Paul is perplexede Why we are so
powerlesse

®» Martin Luther explained this problem years ago and called it
“The Age of the Cross.” Verses the “The Age of Glory.” He saw
back then Christians attempting to live as it we are in Heaven
and minimizing the Cross.



The Normal Christian Life. Theology of
the Cross.

» The theology of the cross, or theologia crucis, is a term coined by
the German theologian Martin Luther to refer to the belief that the
cross is the only source of spiritual knowledge concerning who God
is and how God saves. Only at the cross does a fallen human being
gain the understanding that is the result of the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit at conversion (1_Corinthians 12:13; Romans 8:9; Ephesians 1:13-
14). Cross theology is contrasted with the theology of glory, or
theologia gloriae, which places greater emphasis on human
abilities and human reason. Luther first used the term theologia
crucis in the Heidelberg Disputation of 1518, where he defended
the Reformation doctrines of the depravity of man and the
bondage of the will to sin.



https://www.gotquestions.org/Martin-Luther.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1 Cor 12.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom 8.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph 1.13-14
https://www.gotquestions.org/total-depravity.html

The Normal Christian Life. My
Introduction to it. 2 Corinthians 1:8-11

» 8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of
our affliction which came fo us in 9l Asia, that we were
burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that
we despaired even of life; 7 lelindeed, we had the
sentence of death within ourselves so that we would
not frust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead;
'0who delivered us from so great a peril of death, and
will deliver us, llHe on whom we have set our hope.
And He will yet deliver us, ' you also joining in helping
us through your prayers, so that thanks may be given
by many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed
on us through the prayers of many.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2 Corinthians+1&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28809d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2 Corinthians+1&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28810e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2 Corinthians+1&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28811f

The Normal Christian Life. My
Introduction to it. 2 Corinthians 1:8-11

=» Sentence of Death.

» Sfrongs Lexicon: amékpipa apokrima, ap-ok'-ree-mah; from Gé11 (in ifs
original sense of judging); a judicial decision:—sentence.

» Sentence of Death.

®» Oavartog, Bavarov, 6 (Baveiv); the Sept. for mnand ,mnalso for 127
pestilence (Winers Grammar, 29 note); (one of the nouns often
anarthrous, cf. Winers Grammar, § 19, 1 under the word; (Buttmann, §
124, 8 c.); Grimm, commentary on Sap., p. 59); death;

1. properly, the death of the body, i. e. that separation (whether natural
or violent) of the soul from the body by which the life on earth is ended:
John 11:4 (13); Acts 2:24 (Tr marginal reading adov) (on this see wéiv);
Philippians 2:27, 30; Hebrews 7:23; Hebrews 2:15; Revelation 2:6;
Revelation 18:8; opposed to {wr), Romans 8:38; 1 Corinthians 3:22; 2
Corinthians 1:9; Philippians 1:20;



https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G611
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/john/11/4/s_1008004
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/acts/2/24/s_1020024
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/philippians/2/27/s_1105027
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/philippians/2/30/s_1105030
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/hebrews/7/23/s_1140023
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/hebrews/9/15/s_1142015
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/revelation/9/6/s_1176006
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/revelation/18/8/s_1185008
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/romans/8/38/s_1054038
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1corinthians/3/22/s_1065022
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2corinthians/1/9/s_1079009
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/philippians/1/20/s_1104020

The Normal Christian Life. The Wisdom
Of God. 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

» 8For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who [Mlare
perishing, but to us who [tlare being saved it is the power of
God. " For it is written," | WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND
THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER | WILL SET ASIDE.” 29Where is the wise
man?¢ Where is the scribee Where is the debater of this age?
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?e 2! For
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did
not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the
foolishness of the [©lmessage preached to save those who
believe. %2 For indeed Jews ask for [Rlsigns and Greeks search
for wisdom; 23 but we preach CChrist crucified, to Jews o
stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power
of God and the wisdom of God. 2> Because the foolishness of
%od is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger

an men.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1 Corinthians+1&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28382m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1 Corinthians+1&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28382n
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1 Corinthians+1&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28385o
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1 Corinthians+1&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28386p
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1 Corinthians+1&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28387q

The Normal Christian Life.

®» | aying down ones life completely.
Like Death.

»20| have been crucified with Christ;
and it is no longer | who live, but
Christ lives in me;

» Allowing Him to form Himself in me by
submitting to His dealings to produce
that death.

»The Power will come.



The Normal Christian Life. Dealings?
James 5:10-11

» 0 As an example, brethren, of suffering
and patience, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord. ' We
count those blessed who endured. You
have heard of the [blendurance of Job
and have seen the lloutcome of the Lord’s
dealings, that the Lord is full of
compassion and is merciful.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5&version=NASB#fen-NASB-30366h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5&version=NASB#fen-NASB-30366i

